
AFRO-TALES

ACT ONE

When I was young, I hated my afro.
“Oi! BRILLO PAD!”
That’s what followed me around school from the kids with
their straight super-hero hair.
Waiting in line at the canteen was the worst.
And when they saw my flat-top, all tall and proud,
they couldn’t resist.
When I was younger I used to hide my shame under a school
cap. My sisters used to spend hours getting their hair done,
with cake and crisps, movies and ice-cream.
But me: I got the carpet scissors.
My mum was a lovely white Welsh lady, but the closest
she’d come to my kinda locks were sheep.
“Watch your ears!” she’d say as she raised the
foot-long scissors.
When I got to big school I knew I had to do something.

***
ACT TWO

Dax Wax Wave and Groom.
Afro hair products should come with an environmental
warning. I think Thatcher drilled in the North Sea, just to
keep me in Dax Wax.
But it was worth it.
Because my curls shone.
Like a movie star.
Each curl perfectly defined.
Kids were blinded by the reflected light.
The downside was that my pillow became a fire
hazard. That’s when I discovered ANDY’S.
The local hair salon and a whole new world.
Boys and men hanging out.
Banter and laughs.
It was love at first sight.
ANDY was my first crush.
And he took my unruly mane in his big hands and tamed it.

***
ACT THREE

A FLAT TOP.



I don’t exactly know who came up with the
hairstyle. But ANDY would spend hours perfecting
it.
A smooth side-fade.
The perfect razor-edged peak.
It was magnificent.
And every time I left I felt like a king.
ANDY had no idea I was a love-struck puppy.
How I’d daydream about him on the cricket field. But it
would have ruined the jokes and laughter if he had.
Besides, now when I heard “BRILLO PAD!” or when hungry
kids would pull on a curl, just to mess with me...
I. Did. Not. Care.
I’d learned to love my ‘fro.
Now, years later, I’m all grown up – and my crown has
gone. But I still go to ANDY’S.
Together with my husband.
Beards have come to the bald man’s rescue!
And each time with a fist-bump I thank ANDY for giving a
young man his Afro Pride.
***


